[Von Recklinghausen's disease and intestinal neurofibromatosis: a case report].
We report the case of a patient with von Recklinghausen's disease, who was admitted with a diagnosis of acute abdomen due to small bowel neurofibromatosis. The patient was submitted to an abdominal CT scan that showed a homogeneous round lesion, with a regular margin, probably belonging to the small bowel and with the appearance of a benign lesion that probably caused an intestinal intussusception. The patient was submitted to a surgical procedure that mainly consisted in multiple small bowel resections. The histopathological examination confirmed the benign nature of the lesions. About one third of patients affected by von Recklinghausen's disease present involvement of the bowel, but only 5% of them are symptomatic. The intestinal tumours are usually neurofibromas and are mainly localized in the jejunum. However, there have also been reports of stromal, nervous and endocrine tumours and even other tumours not belonging to these categories, including adenocarcinoma. The overall incidence of intestinal malignancy in patients with von Reckilnghausen's disease is about 10%. The surgical operation, as well as the histopathological and immunochemical examination of the intestinal lesions are of crucial importance for the treatment of the complications of intestinal neurofibromatosis and for the treatment and diagnosis of malignancy.